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www.cc.org - PO Box 37030 Washington, DC 20013 – 202-479-6900 

We Are the Christian Coalition of America 

One of the Largest Conservative Grassroots Political Organizations in America 

Christian Coalition offers people of faith the vehicle to be actively involved in impacting the issues they care about from 

the county courthouse to the halls of Congress. 

Our Mission 

• Represent the pro-family perspective before local councils, school boards, state legislatures and Congress 

• Speak out in the public arena and in the media 

• Train leaders for effective social and political action 

• Inform pro-family voters about timely issues and legislation 

• Protest anti-Christian bigotry and defend the rights of people of faith 

About Us 

• The Coalition is a political organization, made up of pro-family Americans who care deeply about ensuring that 
government serves to strengthen and preserve, rather than threaten, our families and our values. To that end, 
we work continuously to identify, educate and mobilize Christians for effective political action. 

• Our hallmark work lies in voter education. Each election year, Christian Coalition distributes tens of millions of 
voter guides throughout all fifty states, (up to seventy million in 2000 alone!). These guides help give voters a 
clear understanding of where candidates stand on important pro-family issues – before they go to the polls on 
Election Day. 

• Our efforts do not stop with voter guides. We actively lobby Congress and the White House on numerous issues 
and hold grassroots training seminars and events all around the country that draw thousands of pro-family 
supporters and help organize activists on critical issues facing our country. 

• Today, Christians need to play an active role in government again like never before. If we are going to be able 
to change policy and influence decisions, it is imperative that people of faith become committed to doing what 
Ronald Reagan called “the hard work of freedom”. We are driven by the belief that people of faith have a right 
and a responsibility to be involved in the world around them. That involvement includes community, social and 
political action. 

• The Christian Coalition is committed to representing the pro-family agenda and educating Americans on the 
critical issues facing our society. Whether it is the fight to end Partial Birth Abortion or efforts to improve 
education or lower the family’s tax burden, the Christian Coalition stands ready and able to work for you. 

• In politics, every voice counts. If you are interested in having a positive pro-family impact on your government, 
then Christian Coalition is your organization. 

• Your involvement is critical to our success! Please take some time to investigate the resources our site has to 
offer and decide how you would like to get involved. 

 

 

http://www.cc.org/
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From https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/history/robertson-founds-christian-coalition  

Robertson Founds the Christian Coalition 

In 1989, following his unsuccessful bid for the Republican presidential nomination, Pat Robertson founded the Christian 

Coalition, a grassroots organization aimed at mobilizing right-wing evangelicals and conservative Christians in American 

politics. The organization emerged from the heightened political awareness and activism generated by Robertson's 

earlier campaign, which focused on restoring America's moral values in response to societal issues like crime and family 

breakdown. Spearheaded by Ralph Reed, the Coalition quickly built a substantial support base, launching initiatives such 

as "leadership schools" to educate members on local political engagement. 

By the early 1990s, the Christian Coalition had grown significantly, boasting nearly one million members and playing a 

key role in political campaigns, including the successful confirmation of Clarence Thomas to the Supreme Court. At its 

peak in the mid-1990s, the organization had 1.7 million supporters and a substantial budget, advocating for conservative 

positions on issues like abortion and religious expression. However, after leadership changes and a decline in influence 

in the early 2000s, the Christian Coalition faced financial difficulties and a decrease in political activity. The Coalition's 

history reflects the broader impact of religious organizations in shaping American political discourse, particularly 

through the lens of the Religious Right's response to cultural shifts. 

Published in: 2023 By: Moore, William V. 

Go to EBSCOhost and sign in to access more content about this topic. 

Robertson Founds the Christian Coalition 

Date 1989 

After his failed bid for the U.S. presidency, Pat Robertson created the Christian Coalition to mobilize his base in the service 

of other Christian conservative political causes and campaigns. 

Also known as Christian Coalition of America 

Locale Chesapeake, Virginia 

Key Figures 

• Pat Robertson (b. 1930), Baptist minister and founder of the Christian Coalition as well as the Christian 

Broadcasting Network, the American Center for Law and Justice, and Regent University 

• Ralph Reed (b. 1961), executive director of the Christian Coalition, 1989-1997 

Summary of Event 

In 1987, Pat Robertson, an ordained Baptist minister and founder of the Christian Broadcasting Network (CBN), 

announced that he would seek the Republican Party’s presidential nomination. Robertson had a significant following of 

viewers of his television program The 700 Club , a religious talk show that also provided conservative analysis of political 

events. The theme of his presidential campaign was restoring the greatness of America through moral strength. He also 

attributed the decline of the United States to the breakup of the American family, the rise of crime and drug addiction, 

and abortion. While Robertson received many contributions from regular viewers of his television program and outspent 

Republican challenger George H. W. Bush three to one, he fared poorly in the Republican primaries. 

Following Robertson’s primary election defeat, some political observers were inclined to write off the role of the 

Religious Right in American politics; however, Robertson’s campaign had actually activated thousands of supporters at 

the grassroots level, many of whom were right-wing evangelicals or charismatics. These individuals had discovered the 

power of grassroots politics through their involvement in the Republican Party in 1988 and were ready to continue their 

involvement in order to build a political base of individuals supportive of traditional values. 

https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/history/robertson-founds-christian-coalition
https://openurl.ebsco.com/results?sid=ebsco%3Aebsco.com%3ARS&bquery=Robertson+Founds+the+Christian+Coalition&link_origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ebsco.com
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/biography/pat-robertson
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/military-history-and-science/george-h-w-bush
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/political-science/primary-elections-united-states
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In 1989, Robertson decided to build on his political base by starting a new organization. In September, he held meetings 

in Atlanta, Georgia, with his top political advisers. He also invited Ralph Reed, a twenty-eight-year-old doctoral student 

in history at Emory University, to attend one of the sessions. At the end of the meeting, Robertson introduced Reed as 

the first staff member of the still unnamed organization that was to become the Christian Coalition of America. Shortly 

thereafter, Reed and his wife, JoAnne, moved to Virginia to become the organization’s staff. 

Reed first generated money for the Christian Coalition by using the mailing list of persons who had contributed to 

Robertson’s presidential campaign. His initial letter appealed to religious conservatives by attacking National 

Endowment for the Arts (NEA) subsidies of artists and exhibits that the Christian Coalition found offensive. In addition to 

asking for contributions, Reed asked supporters to volunteer to start local and state chapters of the Christian Coalition. 

Reed used this money to gain national publicity by running full-page ads in a number of newspapers, including The New 

York Times, The Washington Post, and USA Today, calling on Congress to prohibit the use of NEA funds to 

underwrite pornography, obscenity, or attacks on religion. 

Reed followed the ads by holding “leadership schools” in states where the response to the first mailing had been 

greatest. At these meetings, he showed a video presentation, America at the Crossroads, in which Robertson talked 

about the need for Christians to stop America’s moral slide. He then instructed his audiences on how to participate in 

local politics and how to form local, state, and regional organizations throughout the United States. Reed then expanded 

his political base even more by recruiting individuals who came from other segments of the pro-family movement. He 

compared this mobilization of white evangelicals to the mobilization of African American Christians by the Civil Rights 

movement in the 1950’s and 1960’s. Reed also presented to religious and social conservatives a more moderate image 

than that of Robertson, which allowed him to build an organization that would appeal to mainstream conservatives. 

In 1990, the Christian Coalition showed its effectiveness by distributing seventy-five thousand voting guides in North 

Carolina, helping conservative Republican senator Jesse Helms retain his office. By 1991, the Christian Coalition had 

more than eighty-two thousand members. Its main effort that year was mobilizing its base in support of the nomination 

of Clarence Thomas to the U.S. Supreme Court. Coalition members and supporters made tens of thousands of phone 

calls in support of Thomas’s nomination and, despite strong liberal opposition to the appointment, Thomas was 

confirmed. 

The Christian Coalition grew considerably following the election of Democrat Bill Clinton as president in 1992. Clinton’s 

views, such as his advocating allowing gays to serve in the U.S. military, alienated social conservatives. The Christian 

Coalition was able to capitalize on this alienation, and by the end of 1993 the organization had almost a million 

individuals listed as donors and activists. The group had become a major actor in the political process in general and the 

Republican Party in particular. At its peak in 1996, the Christian Coalition claimed to have 1.7 million members and 

supporters; it had seventeen hundred local chapters operating in the United States, produced two periodical 

publications (Christian America and Religious Rights Watch), and had an annual budget of more than $26 million. 

The principles of the Christian Coalition were summarized in its publication The Contract with the American Family, 

released in 1995. The contract opposed abortion, pornography, and the Equal Rights Amendment. It also advocated the 

passage of a Religious Equality Amendment to the U.S. Constitution that would allow voluntary student- and citizen-

initiated free speech such as prayers in noncompulsory settings, including courthouse lawns, high school graduation 

ceremonies, and sporting events. Finally, it advocated school choice, a Parental Rights Act, the transfer of funding of the 

U.S. Department of Education to local school boards, and the privatizing of the arts by making the NEA a voluntary 

organization supported by private as opposed to public funding. 

While the Christian Coalition did not endorse or make monetary contributions to candidates, it affected political 

campaigns through its distribution of voting guides listing the candidates’ positions on issues that were important to its 

followers. The organization’s ability to distribute more than thirty million pieces of literature, almost exclusively through 

churches on the eve of elections, gave it considerable political influence throughout the 1990’s. 

https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/social-sciences-and-humanities/atlanta
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/arts-and-entertainment/national-endowment-arts-2000s
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/arts-and-entertainment/national-endowment-arts-2000s
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/communication-and-mass-media/pornography
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/history/civil-rights-movement-1950s
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/history/civil-rights-movement-1950s
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/politics-and-government/bill-clinton
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/social-sciences-and-humanities/alienation
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/education/school-choice
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/communication-and-mass-media/arts
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In 1997, Ralph Reed resigned as executive director of the Christian Coalition and moved to Georgia to set up a political 

consulting business. The departure of Reed marked the beginning of a rapid decline of the organization. Four years later, 

in December, 2001, Pat Robertson resigned as Christian Coalition president, saying that he wanted to spend more time 

on his broadcast ministry and Regent University. Roberta Combs replaced Robertson as president as the fortunes of the 

organization continued to decline. Within a year, Combs closed the Washington office of the group and moved its 

headquarters to her home in South Carolina. In 2004, the Christian Coalition reported revenues of only $1.3 million and 

expenses of $1.5 million. The organization was mired in debt and faced more than a dozen lawsuits by creditors for 

nonpayment of bills, but it continued to function. 

Significance 

Religion and religious organizations have played a major role in the politics of the United States. In the last quarter of 

the twentieth century, the Religious Right became more involved in the political process because it perceived a shift in 

the values of the country away from those to which it adhered. Issues such as family values, divorce, sexual freedom, 

public prayer, abortion, and gay rights activated evangelical Christians who were attracted to organizations that 

defended traditional values. The Christian Coalition was the largest, best organized, and most effective of these groups. 

It was instrumental in the growth of conservatism in the United States in the 1990’s and in the election of social 

conservative Republicans to public office during that decade. 
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More background: 

 

• https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/christian-coalition-of-america  

• “Christian Coalition Leadership Training” (1996) - 

https://pages.uoregon.edu/jlesage/Juliafolder/ChristianCoalitionTraining.html  

• “The Christian Coalition and the End Game” (1997) - 

https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1370&context=jats  

• “The Christian Coalition Revisited” (2010) - 

https://www3.trincoll.edu/csrpl/rinvol13no1/Editor's%20Column.htm  

From “Christian Coalition Leadership Training” – 

“In the original 1989 memo Reed sent Robertson about how to form a grassroots organization, he laid down a basic 

principle that has made the Christian Coalition a dynamic institution able to respond to the exigencies of electoral 

https://www.influencewatch.org/non-profit/christian-coalition-of-america
https://pages.uoregon.edu/jlesage/Juliafolder/ChristianCoalitionTraining.html
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1370&context=jats
https://www3.trincoll.edu/csrpl/rinvol13no1/Editor's%20Column.htm
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politics and to energize and educate its core members. He insisted that the organization launch and maintain "an 

ambitious training program modeled after the leadership schools of Morton Blackwell." [Reed, Active, p. 13]  Like Reed, 

Blackwell had served as the executive director of the College Republican National Committee and later had set up his 

own conservative Leadership Institute in Virginia.  Reed used this connection to develop the Christian Coalition's training 

program, now carried out in two-day workshops throughout the United States. As the Christian Coalition has grown, 

these training schools have proven vital to the organization's ongoing practice, educating Coalition members as socially 

effective activists, especially its 550 county chapter organizers and its even more numerous precinct leaders. In 

particular, the training schools teach a detailed understanding of political process and develop sophisticated public 

relations skills. Conducted over a period of a weekend, these Leadership, Citizen Action, or Schoolboard Training 

Seminars are frequently held in many moderate-sized cities; in spring 1995, for example, the Coalition's internet posting 

listed upcoming seminars in Anchorage, Alaska; Topeka, Kansas; Fargo, North Dakota; Albany, New York; Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana; Aurora, Illinois; Alexandria, Virginia; Charleston, North Carolina; as well as in Queens, New York. [CC World 

Wide Web site, January 16, 1996] 

In the videotapes made for the Christian Coalition Leadership Schools, one of the speakers is, in fact, Morton Blackwell, 

and some tapes bear introductory remarks from Pat Robertson. These tapes were filmed in 1992 or 1993, although the 

leadership manual accompanying these tapes has an earlier 1990 copyright date, indicating that this particular set of 

tapes comes out of several years' experience on the part of the Coalition's national organizers [Fisher].  At the seminar 

where most of these tapes were shot, attendees indicate that many are running for local or state office or are working 

on the staff of an avowedly Christian candidate, suggesting that many are already active politically in the electoral 

sector. Although the speakers and the audience members do not contrast themselves to other Christian conservatives 

involved primarily in single-issue organizing campaigns, such as right to life picketing at clinics, most of the tape's 

presenters insist that electoral politics has to focus on winning votes from the undecided center -- a crucial 15%. 

Although the tapes' speakers occasionally use religious rhetoric for motivational purposes, the political advice they offer 

is general enough to be of use to anyone entering electoral politics. And clearly some of the presenters have worked for 

both Republican and Democratic candidates since they speak from the perspective of high-powered professionals who 

run public relations or public-opinion survey firms. They offer advice that is more secular than religious. 

Christian Coalition members have used this leadership training to great advantage, with particular success in local 

elections to county commissions, city councils, and school boards. After their initial organizing experiences, Coalition 

members seek even more ways to share and gain political acumen. As a follow-up to the initial leadership training in a 

group setting and their subsequent political experience, many Christian Coalition organizers or local political office 

holders look forward to attending the yearly Christian Coalition National Conventions, where they go to more how-to 

workshops and, equally important, swap political wisdom among themselves, often about tactical victories achieved at 

the grassroots level by people new to politics.” 

 

Here are images from the early 1990’s collected by creativity champion Tom Tresser over the decades regarding the 

Christian Coalition and its attacks on the arts and freedom of expression and how it is part of the Far Right civic 

movement and infrastructure that has been relentless, focused, and tremendously successful.  
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 from 1992

The Christian Coalition claimed 1.6 million members in 1995 with 1,600 local chapters across 60,00 

churches with a $25 million budget. In 1994 they distributed 35 million voter guides, 17 million 

congressional scorecards and made 3 million voter calls. Research from Prof. Ken Wald. 

https://people.clas.ufl.edu/kenwald
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